
Safety at Vetche’s Beach 
 
Dear Member 
 
The new promenade and “opening up” of the Vetches beach has resulted in an increase in water craft users and 
bathers and water safety within the Vetches Basin and launch site is a top priority o the PWC committee 
 
Members are reminded that Vetches basin is a designated launch site under the control of the Durban Ski Boat 
club who are ultimately responsible to the relevant authorities for safety at the launch site.  
 
DSBC have a safety officers on the beach on Sat and Sun and they are responsible for ensuring that: 
 

1. No craft launching before first light 
2. the no-wake zone is enforced 
3. Jet Skis are under control 
4. Boats are flagged onto the beach 
5. radios, safety equipment are checked 
6. bathing and pedestrians inside the designated launch area are controlled. 

 
Please respect the instructions of these safety officers as they have full authority to give instructions to all users of 
the Vetches basin to ensure that all activities within the launch site are conducted safely. Failure to adhere to their 
instructions will result in disciplinary action by the respective committees. 
 
Members of PWC are asked to remember the following guidelines and rules: 
 

1. Please stay clear of the designated launch area – in particular to control children and dogs  when passing 
through the area 

2. No bathing is permitted in the launch area whatsoever. The area is demarcated by boards on the beach. 
3. Divers and swimmers are not allowed to cross from Vetches reef to North pier (or visa versa) in the water 

as this will take them through the boat traffic. 
4. Divers are not allowed to venture more than 50m away from Vetches reef and must carry a marker buoy 

so that they are visible to surface craft ( a brightly painted 2lt coke bottle on some string will do) 
5. Motorised craft are not allowed with 100m of Vetches reef. 
6. Surf ski paddlers should avoid as much as possible traversing north / south in the basin to avoid the launch 

site. Movements should be as much as possible east / west and only crossing the launch site access at the 
eastern end of Vetches reef. 

 
It has only been due to the common sense and responsibility of the PWC members that to date there has not been 
a serious incident with the Vetches basin for more than 5 years. The Committee’s thank the members for their 
responsible use of the facility to date and trust and hope that this record will continue indefinitely with your 
continued cooperation. 
 
We all value what we have at PWC so please be proactive when it comes to safety. If you see a potential problem, 
get involved – no one with common sense will hold it against you! 
 
Thank you 
The PWC Committees 
 
 

 


